
 

Remote Learning Plan 

Richmond Montessori School is a premier educational community inspiring academic 
excellence and nurturing human potential. 

At Richmond Montessori School, we are proud to deliver a robust and well-rounded, 
authentic Montessori education as we fulfill our mission. We are also proud that we will 
continue to be able to do so under the current exceptional circumstances requiring a 
campus closure. Under these circumstances we are committed to providing an alternative 
means of education in the form of Remote Learning. Remote Learning designates the 
experience students will have when school remains in session but when students are 
unable to physically attend school because of campus closure. While Remote Learning 
cannot replicate onsite learning, our teachers can deliver powerful instruction that allows 
students to meet expected standards in an online environment.  

The RMS Remote Learning experience aligns with our Learner Outcomes. Where 
possible, our students will be empowered to make independent choices through a balance 
of freedoms and responsibilities; build confidence along the pathway to success and feel 
safe to take intellectual risks while persevering through challenges; be engaged in [online] 
collaboration to solve authentic problems; build meaningful knowledge in the context of 
real world problems; recognize the interconnectedness of all living things (cosmic 
education); be supported with modeling, differentiation, specific feedback, and 
opportunities for reflection and revision; and, will continue to be passionate, intrinsically 
motivated, and inspired to action.  

The success of our Remote Learning endeavor is a partnership and is dependent on 
careful planning by our dedicated faculty, appropriate student motivation and 
engagement, and strong parent support for this alternative mode of instruction. The result 
of such learning experiences will expand student academic progress and attend to 
student social and emotional well-being.  

Because the RMS curriculum is designed to adapt to the needs of our students, learning 
goals are individualized to each child’s developmental stage, intellectual capacity, and 
level of intrinsic motivation. While the Remote Learning Plan outlined here does not 
address the critical role of the relationship between teacher and student, the social and 
emotional well-being of your child will be monitored by teachers through online 
conferencing with students and parents during this time. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UQ1FP4s2EzGol-EMR5uWwhq1Ybsd4ejU/view?usp=sharing


 

 

The purpose of this document is to outline how RMS will continue to offer an effective 
education both within an asynchronous and a synchronous learning environment. An 
asynchronous learning environment is a learning environment that does not require 
participants, teachers, and students to be online at the same time. Asynchronous learning 
occurs with teacher-to-student and student-to-student interactions, but not in real time. It 
relies on discussion boards (both written and video), email, notes, reading assignments, 
video clips, to name a few. This format provides flexibility for the student and tasks them to 
organize their time well.  

On the other hand, a synchronous learning environment can include an entire class, or 
small groups of a class, participating together at the same time. We know how important 
relationships are in learning, and these sessions will be used primarily to connect with 
each other in a meaningful way and to give students support on their work. 

This Remote Learning Plan will define the following:  

● Implementation Procedure to conduct school remotely until resumption of normal 
operations;  

● Details the Expectations required of both students and families for the 
successful continuation of student learning and family communication; and,  

● Level Plans that address developmentally appropriate and meaningful student 
learning experiences. 

 
Remote Learning Overview  

Schooling is always a partnership. In an online Remote Learning environment, this 
partnership becomes the champion of learning. Over the course of this Remote Learning 
time period, our faculty will partner with parents to engage students in experiences that 
stretch their understanding and expand how they approach new learning. Teachers will 
continue to carry forward their instrumental role in guiding, supporting, and challenging 
students to take on new responsibilities and to become excited about new learning. Our 
families will have options and sources for flexibility that will give them choice and ownership 
as the Remote Learning experience progresses.  
 
The purpose of this document is to provide an overview of the experience. More 
specific details will be shared weekly by your child’s/children’s teacher. 
 
 
 



 
 
Roles and Responsibilities (Parents)  
As toddler, primary and many elementary aged students are still developing independence, 
a teacher-parent partnership is necessary for students to engage in remote learning tasks 
and to access on-line resources. The designed learning tasks and activities will provide 
direction and support to families with the understanding that task completion depends on 
each individual family’s circumstances. We recognize that parents may have more than one 
child to guide, therefore we have framed the level of parent support for the learning 
experience, within one day, not to exceed one hour for elementary students and not to 
exceed two hours for toddler and primary students. Please keep the following in mind: 
 

● Please familiarize yourself with Google Classroom and Google Meet. Tutorial 
videos for using Google Classroom and Meet are available for online viewing.  

● Engage in conversations on posted materials and assignments by reading them 
with or for your child. 

● Provide an environment conducive to learning (access to technology where 
appropriate, safe and quiet space during daytime).  

● Use an area rug to designate floor space for tactile learning with younger students. 
Remind your child that one activity at a time belongs in this space. RMS students 
are accustomed to routines that include cleaning up after each activity and 
replacing things in an orderly fashion. 

● Monitor time spent engaging in online and offline learning, including variables like 
that of preferred learning times (morning, afternoon, evening), with the exception of 
middle school (middle school students will adhere to the daily schedule). 

● Support emotional balance by providing ample room and time for reflection, 
creativity, physical activity, conversation, and play.  

● Email your child's classroom teacher if you or your child have questions and/or if 
your child needs extra help and support. Our faculty will share office hours with 
you. During office hours the teacher will be available to speak with you and 
otherwise will be able to respond to your questions via email within 24 hours.  

● Partner with us to ensure the school's behavioral expectations for students are 
followed while participating in remote learning. (Students are asked to be mindful of 
the importance of respectful online communications as outlined in our Acceptable 
Use Policy, while participating in remote learning.) 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbTA4NHFwJzPiVXCdhJOTUNWkEVKQ-amf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbTA4NHFwJzPiVXCdhJOTUNWkEVKQ-amf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18CikcGuW4oY161chZXc6G17pdPUmM1G-l0x48dVV9RE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16Rz926gkGRH2Ly2h6Lk1oFmt9Y6k4skL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16Rz926gkGRH2Ly2h6Lk1oFmt9Y6k4skL/view?usp=sharing


 
 

Middle School Learning Experience 
RMS Middle School takes an integrated, interdisciplinary approach to learning. RMS middle 
school students bring a high level of independence and self direction, a comfort with 
collaborative work, and a love of learning for learning’s sake. RMS middle school teachers 
work with students to create an adolescent community that will enhance and encourage the 
development of valorization. This process causes a shift from the child’s plea: “Help me to 
do it myself” to the plea of the adolescent: “Help me to think for myself” (Montessori, 1996). 
 
The RMS middle school learning environment is designed to respond to the sensitivities of 
this age: personal dignity, social justice, and belonging. The positive sense of belonging is 
nurtured through daily student run meetings, responsibilities that adequately match the 
capabilities of the adolescent, and thorough work that has a clear purpose. The Remote 
Learning Plan for middle school mirrors the in-school daily schedule. Learning tools will be 
consistent providing both synchronous and asynchronous learning experiences. The lack of 
social connection that is so important to adolescents, will be replaced with online virtual 
meetings, both individually with teachers, and with the entire class. 
 
Remote Learning Plan Communication and Schedule 

● Middle School students will continue to use Google Classroom. Details of the 
learning plan with resources that the students will need will be posted through 
Google Classroom. 

● Each day will begin with a Community Meeting via Google Meet at 8:30am.  All 
students are expected to participate. 

● Written Work and assessments will be emailed or shared via Google Classroom with 
teachers who will return it with feedback, comments, and/or corrections.  

● Students will receive emailed invitations to attend a Google Meet to alert them to 
upcoming lessons. Lessons will be offered according to the following schedule: 

 

Time Content Teacher 

8:30a.m.-8:50a.m. Community Meeting All 

9:00a.m.-9:50a.m. Spanish Senora Ruggieri 

10:00a.m.-10:50a.m. STEM Ms. Parham 

11:00a.m.-11:50a.m. Language Arts/Humanities/Latin Ms. Simpson 

12:00p.m.-1:00p.m. Math Mr. Houston 

 



● Teachers will communicate with parents by email and Classtag.  
● Students are expected to participate in the daily schedule Monday through Friday.  If 

for some reason, a student is unable to do so, he/she/they should contact 
his/her/their advisor to make alternate arrangements.  

● On days when there are no lessons for a particular subject, teachers will be available 
during their time slot to speak directly with individuals or groups of students.  

● Much of the students’ time, just as usual, will be spent working in an independent 
work cycle, albeit a different version of it.  

● Students can email individual teachers with specific questions and  parents may 
reach out to their child’s advisor with any questions or concerns.  

● All course content will be delivered to ensure that students choosing to complete 
high school credit courses fulfill the course requirements. 

● Interims will be available via Jupiter on April 20 and third trimester grades will be 
available through the Parent Portal on the RMS website June 10.  

 
Lower and Upper Elementary Learning Experience 

This is the stage of development characterized by a transition from concrete to abstract 
thinking; a growing interest in socialization; thinking and memory that is enhanced by 
creativity and imagination; and an interest in fairness, social justice, and compassion. 
Engaging as contributing members of a respectful community, they learn to question, 
think critically, and take responsibility for their own learning. 
 
Remote Learning Plan Communication and Timing  

● Lower and Upper Elementary Teachers will communicate with students 
and parents via email, Google Classroom, and Classtag, to engage 
students in rich learning tasks. 

● The initial week of remote learning will focus on skills review and practice, 
along with developing new online learning routines.  

● All learning tasks for the week will be posted via Google Classroom by Monday at 
8:00 a.m. and will include details, resources and expectations in reference to each 
task. 

● Upper elementary student workload may be up to three hours per day and lower 
elementary student workload may be up to two hours per day. 

● Enrichment Classes such as Spanish, Art, Music, P.E., Library, and Technology 
will offer enrichment resources in Google Classroom for the initial week and 
thereafter will post lessons 1-2 times weekly according to their regular class 
schedule. 

 
 
 
 



 
Primary Learning Experience 

The Primary curriculum has a common thread running throughout that provides many 
opportunities for the child to learn by exploration, using all their senses. Maria Montessori 
referred to a child in this first Plane of Development as having an “absorbent mind”.  
The remote learning experience for primary students will depend upon a strong 
partnership with parents. Where possible, the remote learning experience includes the 
use of concrete materials from the home, outdoor environment, and extensions of the 
Montessori materials with printables. All lessons and activities will be familiar to your child. 
 
Students are encouraged to engage in remote learning every day on an adapted schedule 
that mirrors the flow of their regular school day. For instance, it’s unlikely that young 
primary students could sustain a three hour continuous work cycle at home and we 
encourage parents to extend activities throughout the day with many breaks in between. It 
is important to keep in mind that the quality of this experience is most closely associated 
with how deeply the child is connecting to the experience. This level of engagement need 
not take a lot of time; it does, however, take care and intent and we are here to support 
you with this. 
 
Remote Learning Plan Communication and Timing:  

● All learning tasks for the week will be posted on the RMS Early Childhood 
Webpage on Google Sites by Monday morning at 8:00 a.m. 

● Classroom teachers will communicate with parents via email, Classtag, and the 
RMS Early Childhood Webpage to engage students in rich learning tasks. All 
lessons and activities will be clearly outlined with video tutorials or text 
instructions. 

● Classroom teachers will engage in live discussions with parents and/or students 
via Google Meet or by phone once per week for a fifteen minute session and 
either a daily prerecorded story or live story time with the teacher.  

● Enrichment Classes such as Spanish, Art, Music and Movement, and Library, will 
offer resources to parents as appropriate. 
 

Toddler Learning Experience 
The main focus of the Toddler learning environment is to meet the developmental needs of 
children of this age, particularly in the areas of independence, language expression, 
refinement of movement, socialization, and toilet training, with the ultimate goal of assisting 
the child on a path towards independence. 
 
The Montessori learning experience for toddler students relies heavily upon sensorial 
experiences with concrete materials and a prepared adult and environment. Therefore, 

https://sites.google.com/richmont.org/primary/welcome


the Remote Learning experience for toddler students will depend upon a strong 
partnership with parents. 
 
Remote Learning Plan Communication and Timing:  

● Each Friday at noon, an overview and instructions will be shared with parents for a 
multi-day interactive activity for the following week that will be led by one of the 
toddler teachers. 

● Each weekday, two to three videos will be posted on Classtag and the RMS Early 
Childhood Webpage on Google Sites by 8:00a.m. The video topics will include a 
variety of developmentally appropriate activities for your child to do at home, 
lessons you can give to your child, resources, and weekly parent education topics. 

● All activities or lessons will be clearly outlined with video tutorials or text 
instructions and additional resources will be posted regularly on Classtag.  

● Since much of the social development of a toddler student happens in the 
classroom, toddler teachers will engage in live discussions with students and their 
parents one-on-one via Google Meet,  once per week individually for fifteen minute 
sessions.  

● While circle time is part of the daily schedule in the classroom, hosting a virtual 
daily group circle time is not developmentally appropriate for the young child. 
Instead, and in order to encourage the connections children have with one another 
in their class, parents are strongly encouraged to meet virtually with other 
classmates and their parents. 

● Lead teachers will be available by email or Google Meet every weekday from 
8:00a.m.-11:30a.m. for parents.  

● Enrichment Classes such as Spanish with Senora Nelly and Music with Ms. Dana 
will offer resources to parents as appropriate. 

 
Questions related to:  

● Classwork, an assignment, a learning goal; contact your child’s teacher or your 
middle school child’s advisor 

● Curriculum questions outside of the scope of your teacher; contact your level 
education director,  early childhood education director Kristin Giacco, elementary 
education director Michelle Fojtik, and Kim Waite for middle school questions. 

● The school’s Remote Learning Plan; contact assistant head of school Kim Waite. 
● A technology issue/request or any other issue related to Remote learning access; 

contact Janet Deyo at jdeyo@richmont.org  
● Questions regarding school policy; contact head of school Grainne Murray. 

 
We thank you once again for your consistent and unwavering support as we work 
together to deliver continuity of learning during this challenging time.  
 -Your RMS Learning Community  
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